This listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims in the application: 
Listing of Claims: 

1.-48. (Canceled). 

49. (Currently Amended) A method for providing an audible menu in a portable 
media device , comprising: 

receiving customization settings from a user, wherein the customization settings 
include an indication of a type of media file to navigate; 

presenting a navigable menu on a graphical user interface (GUI) that includes 
navigation menu icons presented on a visual display; 

receiving user input indicating movement to a particular navigation menu icon; 

outputting an audible output corresponding to the particular navigation menu icon, 
wherein content of the audible output is customized based upon the customization settingSj 
such that different indicated types of media files to navigate result in different audible 
output content corresponding to the same particular navigation menu icon , wherein the 
outputting only occurs after a predetermined amount of time has elapsed without receipt of 
user input indicating movement to a different navigation menu icon and without receipt of 
user input indicating selection of the particular navigation menu icon; 

receiving user input indicating selection of the particular navigation menu icon; and 

executing a specific navigation corresponding to the particular navigation menu icon 
in response to the receiving of the user input indicating selection of the particular navigation 
menu icon, wherein the specific navigation command does not include playing a media item. 

50. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 49, wherein the type of media file 
to navigate is selected from the group consisting of song files, audio book files, podcast files, 
image files, and video files. 

51. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 49, wherein the customized 
audible output corresponding to the particular navigation menu icon when a song file is the 
indicated type of media file to navigate is a different audible output than would be output for 
the particular navigation menu icon when a video file is the indicated type of media file to 
navigate. 
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52. (Currently Amended) A portable media e tient device lacking a display, the 
portable media client device comprising: 

a processor; and 

a memory configured to store a plurality of media items operably connected with the 
processor; 

wherein the processor is operable to assist a user in selecting at least one of the 
plurality of stored media items by: 

playing a media file from the media database; 

providing a navigable hierarchical menu, wherein the hierarchical menu 
includes a hierarchical level including only navigation items, the navigation items 
corresponding to drill-down or drill-up commands to different levels of the 
hierarchical menu; 

receiving user input navigating to a first of the navigation items; 

while the media file is playing, outputting an audible output corresponding to 
the first of the navigation items only after the first of the navigation items has been 
navigated to, without being selected or without another navigation item being 
navigated to, for a period of time greater than a predetermined amount of time 
wherein content of the audible output is customized based upon the 
customization settings, such that different types of media files to navigate result 
in different audible output content corresponding to the same particular 
navigation menu icon; 

receiving user input selecting the first of the navigation items; and 

executing a navigation command corresponding to the selected first of the 
navigation items. 

53. (Currently Amended) The client portable media device of claim 52, wherein 
the hierarchical menu includes another hierarchical level including one or more media items. 

54. (Currently Amended) The client portable media device of claim 52, wherein 
the processor is further operable to: 

receive user input selecting a particular one of the stored plurality of media items, the 
selection not associated with one of the navigation items; and 

play the particular one of the stored plurality of media items in response to the receipt 
of the selection. 
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55. (Currently Amended) The client portable media device of claim 52, further 
comprising: 

a media management system comprising: 

a media database that stores media files; 

media collection records that include data relating to groupings of the media 

files; 

media records that include metadata relating to the media files; 
a voiced name[[s]] database that stores audio files; and 
association records that associate the audio files with data from the media 
collection records and metadata from the media records. 

56. (Currently Amended) The client portable media device of claim 52, wherein 
the media file is played through a left channel while the audible output corresponding to the 
first of the navigation items is played through a right channel. 

57. (Currently Amended) The client portable media device of claim 52, wherein 
the media file is merged with the audible output corresponding to the first of the navigation 
items so that both can be played through a single channel simultaneously. 

58. (Currently Amended) The-etient portable media device of claim 52, wherein 
the client device is in communication with the host device comprising: 

a processor; and 

memory, operably connected with the processor; 

wherein the processor is operable to perform instructions including: 

providing a text string that represents the first of the navigation items; 
generating the audio file from the text string; and 
delivering the audio file to the eKent portable media device. 

59. (Currently Amended) The client portable media device of claim 58, wherein 
the delivering the audio file to the client portable media device occurs when media files are 
synchronized between the client portable media device and the host device. 



10/623.339 



4 



APL1P283/P31091 'SI 



60. (Currently Amended) The client portable media device of claim 58, wherein 
the delivering the audio file to the client portable media device occurs independently of 
media files being synchronized between the client portable media device and the host 
device. 

61. (Currently Amended) A method for providing an audible menu, comprising: 
presenting a navigable menu on a graphical user interface (GUI) that includes 

navigation menu icons presented on a visual display, the navigation menu icons each audibly 
represented by a voiced name[[s]] to allow a user to navigate the menu when unable to view 
the visual display, wherein each navigation menu icon corresponds to a specific navigation 
through the menu and not to the playing of a media item; 

receiving user input indicating movement to a particular navigation menu icon; 

outputting the voiced name[[s]] representing the particular navigation menu icon only 
after a predetermined amount of time has elapsed without receipt of user input indicating 
movement to a different navigation menu icon and without receipt of user input indicating 
selection of the particular navigation menu icon, wherein content of the voiced name is 
customized based upon the customization settings, such that different types of media 
files to navigate result in different audible output content corresponding to the same 
particular navigation menu icon; ; 

receiving user input indicating selection of the particular navigation menu icon; and 

executing the specific navigation corresponding to the particular navigation menu 
icon in response to the receiving of the user input indicating selection of the particular 
navigation menu icon. 

62. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 61 , further comprising: 
receiving a selection of a particular one of the stored plurality of media items, the 

selection not associated with one of the navigation icons; and 

playing the particular one of the stored plurality of media items in response to the 
receipt of the selection. 

63. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 61, wherein the user is unable to 
view the visual display because of a medical imparity. 
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64. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 61, wherein the user is unable to 
view the visual display because the user is driving. 

65. (Currently Amended) A method for providing an audible menu, comprising: 
receiving customization settings from a user, wherein the customization settings 

include an indication of a preferred language; 

presenting a navigable menu on a graphical user interface (GUI) that includes 
navigation menu icons presented on a visual display; 

receiving user input indicating movement to a particular navigation menu icon; 

outputting an audible output corresponding to the particular navigation menu icon, 
wherein content of the audible output is customized based upon the customization settings, 
such that different types of media files to navigate result in different audible output 
content corresponding to the same particular navigation menu icon, wherein the 
outputting only occurs after a predetermined amount of time has elapsed without receipt of 
user input indicating movement to a different navigation menu icon and without receipt of 
user input indicating selection of the particular navigation menu icon; 

receiving user input indicating selection of the particular navigation menu icon; and 

executing a specific navigation corresponding to the particular navigation menu icon 
in response to the receiving of the user input indicating selection of the particular navigation 
menu icon, wherein the specific navigation command does not include playing a media item. 

66. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 65, wherein the audible output 
corresponding to the particular navigation menu icon when a first language is indicated as the 
preferred language is a different audible output than would be output for the particular 
navigation menu icon when a second language is indicated as the preferred language. 

67. (Currently Amended) A method for creating audible menu components at a 
host device, wherein the audible menu navigation components represent navigational 
components directed to navigation commands, comprising: 

providing a text string that represents a vocalization used to audibly describe a menu 
navigation component, wherein the text string is independent of text of the menu navigation 
component itself; 

generating an audio file from the text string, wherein the audio file includes an 
indication of a dwell time corresponding to the audio file p eriod of time ; and 
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delivering the audio file to the a client device, wherein the vocalization is provided 
only after the menu navigation component has been navigated to but not selected for an 
amount of time more than the dwell period of time indicated in the audio file. 

68. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 67, further comprising: 
playing the audio file; and 

requesting approval of the played audio file prior to delivering the audio file to a 
client device. 

69. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 67, wherein: 
the period of time is user selectable. 

70. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 69, further comprising: 

if approval is not given, providing an opportunity to modify the text string; and 
if the text string is modified: 

replacing the audio file with a previously presented audio file generated from 
the modified text string; 

playing the audio file; and 

requesting approval of the played audio file. 

71. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 70, further comprising: 

if the text string is not modified, providing an opportunity to replace the audio file 
with a previously presented audio file generated from an audio recording. 

72. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 71 , wherein the indication of the 
period of time is embedded in the audio files in metadata. 
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